
I hope everyone is having a great spring. Easter has 

always been one of my favorite times of the year, it 

symbolizes a new beginning.    The holidays are over, 

congress is behind us, it is now time to start looking to 

the future.   Time to step up and make a commitment to 

our professional organization.   We will be selecting   a 

slate of candidates for officers, board of directors and 

certain committees at our April meeting, and voting will 

be at our May meeting. Please fill out the willingness to 

serve form for a position  you are willing to serve in for 

2010-2011.  The ways and means committee has been 

working hard on planning a fall education seminar. Next 

year is looking like it will be an exciting year.  

Your president,  

Jenny Cato 

There  will be a ways and means committee meeting at 

The Neighborhood Grill on April 22 at 4:30.  The title is 

òTrauma Page....Now What?ó  Kathy Alexander has a 

breakdown of the planned topics and possible guest 

speakers.  There is still much work to be done on plan-

ning this event.  If you wish to see an outline before 

Thursday, contact Kathy.alexander@cookchildrens.org 

and she will be happy to send you a copy.   

Please plan on helping make this seminar a success.  To 

be eligible as a delegate for congress you are required 

to help with our major event, so please help.  Even if 

you do not wish to be a delegate, your input will be very 

helpful.  We can use all the help we can get.  
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The April 22,2010 AORN meeting will be held at 6:15 at 
Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort Worth in the Educa-
tion Department.  Education portion will begin at 7 pm 
with guest speakers Dr. Y. Ducic and Jessica Joy, RN.  
Their topic is òAdvanced Head and Neck Reconstruc-
tionó  1.0 CE  will be awarded for attending this ses-

sion. 

Please plan on attending he always has great pictures  

A quick reminder to members from the Nominating Com-
mittee:   We are seeking candidates for President elect, 
Secretary, (2) Board of Director, and (2) for the Nominat-
ing Committee.   So far two members have submitted for 
the latter two openings, but we need more interested 
persons to apply.   
  
Willingness to Serve forms may be picked up at our next 
AORN meeting or on the website.  Completed forms may 
be mailed to:   Fort Worth AORN, PO Box 87, Fort Worth TX 
76101 or be brought to the April meeting.  
 
Thank you,  Ken Breaux, Chair 

April Meeting  

From the Editor  

I apologize for this late issue.  I have been on vacation. 

Attached you will find a copy of the report from your 

delegates from Congress and the March minutes. 

Deadline for next month newsletter is May 7.  

Mary Wismann 
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Did you know 8.7% of patients world-

wide developed hospital acquired 

infections (HAI)?  Of these 91,000 

result in patient deaths each year.  

Cost of treatment for HAI has in-

creased to over $5.7 billion a year. 

Clara Dodson, from Biogel, spoke to us 

at the March 2010 education session 

about hand hygiene.  

She gave a little history about gloves 

and hand washing.  She said Dr. I. 

Semmelweis implemented hand wash-

ing between patients for practitioners 

in the 1800õs.  Dr. William Halstedõs 

assistant was having problems with 

her hands due to frequent hand wash-

ing and he asked  the Goodyear Com-

pany if they could make surgical 

gloves to protect her hands.   

Hand washing is an activity performed  

in which transient flora is removed 

from the hands.   The goal is to suffi-

ciently reduce microbial count on the 

skin.  Alcohol and CHG used together 

is found in most scrubs and hand 

washes.  This combination is found to 

be most effective.  

 

Clara stated that failure to perform 

proper hand hygiene during patient 

care may account for up to one third 

of patient deaths from infections.  An 

interesting fact she gave: Males wash 

hands more thoroughly and less often, 

but women was hands more often and 

less thoroughly.   

We wish to thank Clara for taking the 

time to offer this in service and for the 

great cookies she brought.   

Reported by Mary Wismann, RN. 

Once again we will be meeting at The Neighborhood Grill for nourish-

ment prior to attending the AORN meeting.  We will meet around 4:30.  

There will be a WAM meeting while we are eating, so come join in the 

meeting and enjoy a meal.  The Neighborhood Grill is located on Park 

Place off 8th Street.  

Protection for You and Your Patient ñHand Hygiene 

Ask not what your chapter can do for 

you, but what you can do for your 

chapter...  

Please consider volunteering for an office in your chapter.  We need 

your help.  We need new members to continue with our chapter.  Yes, it 

is a commitment, but it does not take that much of your time.  Atten-

dance at the monthly meetings and board meetings (usually prior to the 

regular meeting) make up most of the time needed to fulfill the duties 

of an office.  Yes, there are a few more hours required, but not always 

on a regular basis.  It all depends upon which office you wish to fill.  If 

you have any questions about an office position, please contact Jenny at 

president@aornfw.org, Kenbreaux@texashealth.org  or any other officer 

and they can give you more information.  Willingness to serve forms are 

available on our website and will be available at the meeting.  A slate 

of officers will need to be presented at the April meeting.  

Everyone of us are needed to make our professional organization a suc-

cess.  Come to the meetings and get involved.  We would love to meet 

you.  See you April 22. 

In 1974 The International Council of Nurses proclaimed May 12 as Inter-

national Nurses Day.  May 12 is the birthday of Florence Nightingale, the 

founder of modern nursing. In 1990 The American Nurses Association 

expanded the recognition to a week long celebration from May 6 to 12 

and called it National Nurses Week.  

 

Meet and Greet  

National Nurses Week  Happy  

Nurses 

Week 

Clara Dodson  

March Guest Speaker 


