
It's starting off to be a busy year again this year. Con-

gress is fast approaching, we have only have one  meet-

ing left before congress. Please give your delegates 

questions or information you would like for them to find 

the answers to and bring back to you.  

We are hoping to have input from all members for possi-

ble fund raisers this year. Please remember, the only 

bad suggestion is the one you don't make. Send your 

suggestions to any officer or board member, or better 

yet bring them to our next meeting February 25th.  

Join us for an informal meet & greet at The Old 

Neighborhood Grill @ 4:30 pm February 25th before you 

regular meeting.    

Your president,  

Jenny Cato 

Our January Chapter meeting will be held at 6:15 on 

February 25 at Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort Worth 

in the Robb Rutledge Education Center.  Park in the 

garage.  We will have parking passes available. 

Education offering will begin at 7 pm.  
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        Meet and Eat  

Come and join us for dinner at The Neighborhood 

Grill on Park Place.  We usually gather around 4:30 

and then head out for the chapter meeting around 

5:45.  This is a nice way to relax after working all day 

and before attending our meeting and education 

session. 

    WAM Meeting 

The next Ways and Means meeting will be on Thurs-

day, Feb. 25 at the Neighborhood Grill at 4:30 pm. 

Everyone is invited.    

On Feb. 4 the WAM committee meeting was held and 

ideas were discussed for educational fundraising.  

Nine members attended this meeting.  Times, speak-

ers and types of education were reviewed.  Members 

are to report  back at the Feb. 25 meeting with infor-

mation they have gathered.  

Other fundraising ideas discussed were garage sales, 

silent auctions and a cook book sale.  Please join us 

for the meeting prior to the chapter meeting.  All  

ideas are welcome.   
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Each day we are inhaling smoke/

plume occurring during surgery.  Anne 

Mattern, BSN, CNOR discussed this and 

gave a power point presentation.   

The smoke plume/aerosols are results 

from use of ultrasonics, lasers, power 

instruments and ESUs.  95% of surgical 

smoke is made up of water vapor 

which acts as a carrier of the particles 

which we breathe.  She said that one 

gram of tissue from CO2 laser is equal 

to three cigarettes in 15 minutes, and  

one gram from ESU is equal to 6 ciga-

rettes in 15 minutes.  These particles 

can carry intact virus and bacteria 

(HIV, HPV, Hepatitis).  Some of the 

particles are so small laser masks are 

not able to filter them out.   

Air current in the OR is evenly distrib-

uted throughout the room, but it 

takes 20 minutes after the ESU is used 

to remove all the particles from the 

room. These particles are spread 

throughout the room, not just within 

a few feet of the surgical field.  

Recommended standards suggest we 

look into ways to remove surgical 

smoke and avoid exposure to the 

health care members in the OR suites.    

Anne showed us slides of several 

smoke evacuators and what to look 

for when obtaining them and how 

important it is to properly change 

filters as recommended by the manu-

facturer.  She discussed the use of 

inline filters when using wall suction.   

How do you wear your mask? Are you 

getting the needed protection?  Do 

you wear the proper mask for the 

procedure?  What is your establish-

ments practice in handling surgical 

smoke?  How do we start addressing 

this health issue?   

There is an AORN Smoke Evacuation 

Tool Kit available.  If you would like 

further information, Anne would be 

glad to answer your questions or you 

can go on line to AORN.org.  Anne can 

be contacted at 

Anne.Mattern@cookchildrens.org. 

duty as a nurse required her to report 

the physician and by doing so, she was 

fulfilling her dutyó reported Jim Wil-

mann, general counsel for Texas 

Nurses Association.   

Anne Mitchell, RN had to stand jury 

trial on February 8.  A jury was se-

lected on Monday.  Evidence was 

presented during the week and on 

Thursday the jury found Anne 

Mitchell, RN not guilty .   

Nurses and nursing associations across 

the nation have been keeping their 

eyes on the trial of two west Texas 

nurses.  These nurses have lost their 

jobs at the hospital for reporting 

information about a doctor for sub-

standard care to their patients.  

The two nurses were scheduled for 

trial in February.  Vicki Galle, RN had 

her criminal case dismissed on Feb. 1, 

however she will always have a felony 

indictment listed on her record.  òHer 

Detailed information can be found on 

texasnurses.org website.  Hopefully 

many of you have been following the 

events leading up to the verdict. 

Newspapers have also picked up the 

story.  

Both Galle and Mitchell are members 

of TNA and TNA supported them fi-

nancially and other ways.  This is 

another example why we need to be a 

member of our professional organiza-

tion.  

  Jan. Education:  Hazards of Surgical Smoke  

            TCORN 

Attached you will find information 

about joining Texas Council of Peri -

operative Registered Nurses (TCORN).  

It is $15 per year. TCORN has been            

proactive in legislative representation 

for the OR nurse.  They keep members 

updated on events occurring on the 

State level in  Austin.  Texas has been 

a leader in passing legislation for the 

nurse.  As a member you can help 

TCORN represent you and your profes-

sion. 

           AORN Journal 

Have you noticed the new look for the 

AORN Journal?  This new look began 

with the January 2010 issue.   

The January issue has a white and 

open look to it. The print appears 

larger, easier to read and  less clut-

tered.  

Patricia C. Seifert, editor -in-chief 

would like your feed back.  Contact 

her at aornjournal@aorn.org.  

    Texas Nurses Voice 

Hope you all have received your copy 

of the Texas Nursing Voice dated Jan., 

Feb., and Mar. 2010.  It contained a 

lot of useful information regarding the 

new  Texas laws that went into effect 

in Sept. 2009 regarding our nursing 

practice.  There was an interesting 

CEU offering.  If you have not taken 

the time to read it, I think you will 

find it well worth your time.  

 

Bits and Pieces 

Update on Winkler Co. Nurses  

 

Most of the 

important things in 

the world have been 

accomplished by 

people who have 

kept on trying when 

there seemed to be 

no hope at all.   

Dale Carnegie  

Caption describ-

ing picture or 

graphic.  



Hopefully you have read about the 

new by-laws changes that are being 

proposed to the delegates at Congress 

in Denver in March.  They can be 

reviewed in the January 2010 AORN 

Journal, on line and in the enclosed 

attachments.   

Please review these changes. If the 

delegates pass them it will allow all 

members in good standing the ability 

to vote for officers, board of directors  

and the nominating and leadership 

committee.  

Also proposed is a change in the house 

of delegates.  Instead of delegates it 

would be members attending the 

annual business meeting and they 

would become the voting body for the 

rest of the year on any issues coming 

up during the year. The proposal is to 

change the term delegate  to òvoting 

member at the annual business meet-

ingó. 

There are also proposed changes for 

special business meetings of the asso-

ciation during Congress and between 

annual Congresses, and  what will 

constitute a quorum.   

As a member of AORN your voice at 

Congress is heard through your dele-

gates.  Please read about these pro-

posed changes and voice your opinion. 

This is the last chapter meeting prior 

to Congress so we need your input 

prior to or at the meeting on the 

25th.  You can contact any member of 

the board by listing their name and 

using aornfw.org behind the name.  

Or you can contact Jenny at presi-

dent@aornfw.org.  Jon Tucker, our 

webmaster, has matched the officers 

addresses to our preferred e -mail 

address to make it easier for members 

of our chapter to contact the board.  

Changes made to national by-laws 

usually affect chapter by -laws.  If 

these proposals are passed by the 

delegates, Chapter 4406 will need to 

make appropriate changes to itõs by-

laws too.   

 

Congress Proposals 

you the information after the fact.  

Please send your electronic address to 

marywismann@aornfw.org.  You will 

then receive not only the newsletter 

but also updated information to keep 

you better informed.   

If you prefer hard copies you can 

always print your own copy of the 

newsletter.  

Mary Wismann, Newsletter Editor  

If you are receiving the newsletter via 

snail mail you are missing out on much 

valuable information.  Due to the cost 

of mailing we are unable to mail out 

attached articles, minutes and other 

items members are receiving when 

getting the newsletter online.   

We are also sending updated mes-

sages, such as the updates on Winkler 

Co. nurses, meetings and other  

changes via e-mail.   These need to be 

addressed in a timely manner and 

using the postal service would give 

      Snail Mail Receivers  
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           Newsletter Deadline  

Please submit information and articles for the March issue of the newsletter by 

Thursday March 4.  Your editor is representing you as a delegate and will need to 

send out the newsletter before leaving for Congress.  


