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January Meeting

The January 28 meeting will be held in the Robb
Rutledge Education Center at Texas Health Harris Fort
Worth. The meeting will begin at 6:15 and the educa-
tion offering begins at 7 pm

Parking is available in the visitor parking garage and
there are parking passes available at the meeting.

Our speaker this month will be Anne Mattern from Cook
Childrens. She will be
Surgical Smokeo6. What is
surgical smoke? How is it affecting us as we breathe in
this smoke? Come find out the latest and how we can
protect ourselves.

tal king
your ho

Meet and Greet

How about joining us at The Old Neighborhood Grill on
Park Place for dinner and socializing prior to the AORN
meeting. We meet around 4:30 or thereabouts and
enjoy a variety of good food from the menu. ltis a
chance to wind down from the day and enjoy a leisurely
meal while networking with others.

2 OHazards

Bits and Pieces

Tracey French is recognized by National AORN for
membership recruitment.

Updated bylaws for Chapter 4406 can be found on our
website. They were approved at the October 2009
meeting. Krista Johnson and her committee worked
hard getting these changes made and the final copy
made. Thank you Krista and committee.

NEW to login for AORN. To access information from
AORN using your login: your user name is your email
address and your password remains the same.

From Your Newsletter Editor

As everyone is having to cut back on spending, we too
in Chapter 4406 are looking of ways to reduce spend-
ing. If you are receiving this newsletter via snail mail
and have an e-mail address, please forward it to
marywismann@aornfw.org. By having an electronic
address you can receive updates as they occur. Due
to the bulk I am not sending the minutes nor new
bylaws with the paper newsletter. They can be found
on the website. We are also looking into electronic
voting for delegates and board members.

Please remember to renew your membership in
AORN. A portion of the membership fee is returned
to your chapter. Being a member of AORN has many
benefits for each member. Because of the efforts by
national and state, we are able to keep a registered
nurse in the operating room. Please read the minutes
from October 2009 and review the new laws passed in
Texas affecting our practice. TNA, AORN and TCORN
were all involved in helping to get this bill passed. It

is the members who help support the organizations
that help us safely practice and provide a safe envi-
ronment for our patients.

I will continue to send the newsletter, for a few
months, to those who have recently lapsed member-
ships and receiving the newsletter electronically. |
think you need to know what is happening on chap-
ter, state and national levels.




Oct. Education: The ABC & O in Safe Sedation Techniques and Practices

Anne Mattern, BSN, CNOR gave a
power point presentation on the safe
sedation techniques and practices in
the pediatric patient. As she spoke
she pointed out how we could apply
some of the techniques in caring for
the adult patient as well.

As a nurse we must be aware of the
Texas laws concerning nurses giving
sedation for surgery. Anne stated
changes by the state and BNE can
occur each year.

It is important to know the stages of

Update on Winkler County

To update yourself on what has been hap-
pening with the nurses in Winkler County,
please go to the TNA web site and click on

sedation: minimal sedation, moder-
ate sedation (new term for conscious
sedation), deep sedation and general
anesthesia. She talked about each
level and what to look for in the pa-
tient and the goals for each level. We
need to be aware of who can adminis-
ter these sedations. She discussed
what nursing credentials are neces-
sary to give safe sedation to the pa-
tient and who is qualified to monitor
these patient.

Anne discussed the outcomes one
wishes to achieve using the sedation

while assessing the patient continually
to maintain the desired level. The
need to titrate the medication,
knowing maximum dosages and side
effects of the medications are a nec-
essary part of safe sedation.

A good assessment of the patient is
essential before, during and after the
procedure. Documenting and moni-
toring the patient was also discussed.

Anne discussed several medications
we are allowed to give and the dos-
ages.

Bylaws Committee

Our chapter voted to adopt all the proposed bylaws

changes at the October business meeting. The major
changes were to update the quorum required to conduct
business, May ballot distribution, and adding the ability
to conduct business electronically. Most of the other
changes were to simply reorganize the content to be
more in line with our National bylaws. The new bylaws
can be found on our website and are to be attached to
the Chapter Newsletter. (Note from editor: Attached
electronically only)

the OWinkler County
latest information on the 2 nurses arrested
there. | think their next trial date is in

Feb. TNA has disbursed $20,000 so far for
the legal defense fund. To date, 23 or-
ganizations (TCORN is one) and 438 indi-
viduals from 36 states have contributed to
the TNA Legal Defense Fund!

Up dafge e

Jane Pence, Legislative Chair
Krista Johnson, Bylaws Chair

Edna E. AShy, RN by Mary Wismann

Many years ago as a new ophthalmology nurse | attended my first American Society of Ophthalmology Academy. This is similar to of our Congress. Edna E.
Ashy was there and mentored the nurses attending for the first time. She stood out from the others. Her friendliness and ab ility to put everyone at ease
was a welcome for us.

After introductions we found Ms Ashy was the founder of ASORN (American Society of Ophthalmology Registered Nurses) in 1976. There is a special Edna
Ashy award given each year by ASORN. .

When AORN began the specialty assemblies, ophthalmology was not one of the original. Edna began her campaign to have it adde d. Through her efforts and
other members of ASORN we now have an ophthalmology assembly.

If you ever met Edna at Congress or the Academy | am sure you too will remember her. Sadly, Edna passed away in November 2009. | along with many other
nurses will miss her. She was a legend.
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Meet your officers

Your board of directors: from left
Kathy Alexander, Kathy Kohout, Anne
Mattern, Mary Wismann, Jenny Cato,
Nancy Herbein, and Jane Pence. Not
shown are: Krista Johnson and James
Tulloh.

Map for the Jan. 2010 meeting. Meet in basement level of parking

N eWS I ette r d e ad I | n e garage in the Education Department.

The deadline for submitting items for the Feb. newsletter is
February 4. If you wish to submit an article or have any
information to pass on to other members, please send it to
marwismann@aornfw.org
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