
Our last meeting until fall will be May 27 at 6:15 with 

educational offering at 7 pm.  Our meeting will be held 

at THR Harris Methodist Fort Worth in the education 

center.  We will be electing officers for 2010—2011.  

Ballots will be distributed at the meeting.  We will also 

be deciding on  the location for next years meetings.   

Due to scheduling complication our planned educational 

speaker is not available for May.  Tracey is working hard 

on getting another speaker for us.   Please thank Tracey 

for all she does for our chapter in getting the speakers 

and applying for the CEU’s.  It is not an easy task ob-

taining the necessary information from the speakers in a 

timely manner for the meetings. 

As usual we will be meeting at The Neighborhood Grill 

on Park Place prior to the AORN meeting.  We begin 

gathering around 4:30.  The food is good. 

The June meeting will be a dinner meeting with the 

installation of the new officers.  We will vote on the 

location of the dinner at the May meeting.   

See you at the meeting May 27. 

 

Please keep in mind AORN membership dues will in-

crease $25 per year as of July 1.  You still have time to 

renew your membership now at the $100 a year rate or 

$270 for a 3 year membership.  Visit aorn.org and select 

“Join or Renew  Now” to take advantage of the lower 

rate.  Your membership does not have to be due now to 

utilize this savings.  Advise any potential new members 

to join before the increase.   

AORN is planning on providing members the opportunity 

to pay membership dues in payments sometime this fall.   

May Meeting 
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FORT WORTH AORN #4406 

2009-2010 OFFICERS 

President: Jenny Cato 

Pres. Elect: Jane Pence 

Past. President: Nancy 

Herbein 

Secretary: Krista       

Johnson(08-10) 

Treasurer: Anne Mattern

(09-11) 

Board of Directors: 

Kathy Alexander(09-11) 

Mary Wismann(09-11) 

Katherine Kohout(08-10) 

James Tulloh(08-10) 

 

Nominating Committee:  

Ken Breaux, Chair 

Joan Javeed 

Martha Wallis 

 

Committee Chairs:  

Membership: Jenny Cato 

Legislative: Jane Pence 

Education: Tracey French 

By-Laws: Krista Johnson 

Ways & Means: Kathy 

Alexander 

Newsletter Editor: 

Mary Wismann 

Webmaster: Jon Tucker 

The slate for officers and nominating committee for 2010-

2011 are as follows: 

President Elect:  Krista Johnson                                      

Secretary:  Kathy Kohout  

Board of Directors:  Janice Steyn and Martha Wallis 

Nominating Committee:  Joan Javeed and Ken Breaux 

This year we will  not be selecting a chair for the 

nominating committee.  According to our chapter by-laws 

the past president becomes chair of the committee. 

Ballots will be at the May meeting.  Please be present to 

vote.  

Thank you Joan and Martha for your help in securing the 

nominees needed for a May vote.  And thank you to all who 

have volunteered to run for office. 

Ken Breaux, Chair Nominating Committee 

 Report from the 

Nominating           

Committee  
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Dr. Yadro Ducic spoke to a large group of 

nurses on this topic.  He had many pictures of  

before surgery, during surgery and the results 

after surgery.   

Dr. Ducic said  surgery usually is performed  

to allow the patient to speak, swallow, eat 

and to make the patient feel better about his 

looks.  For mouth cancer surgery the treat-

ment usually is surgery.  If there is a small 

tumor of the larynx, tonsil or base of the 

tongue chemo therapy and radiation is the 

treatment. He said the patients are  either 

cured or they die. It is black or white.   

He said there are two major delays for sur-

gery, provider driven or patient delay.  Most 

of the patients are too poor or too old for the 

surgery.  A lot of these patients are middle class, 

intelligent women, with above average IQ. 

Local flaps or large regional flaps are used to cover 

the defect.  Sometimes when there is lack of good 

tissue available adjacent to defect, a free flap  is 

needed.  It is a micro vascular flap involving ves-

sels, muscle, skin and tissue.   

We were shown  pictures of  face prosthetics and 

how they are used.   

As usual, his presentations was good.  If you missed 

this you missed a good one.  

Jessica Joy, RN and Katrina Jenson,  SLP, had only 

a few minutes to give us a few quick tips in caring 

for these patients.  Jessica said these patients 

should not have a pillow for the neck.  They said 

there are laryngeal tubes and trach tubes.  Laryn-

geal tube does not have an inner cannula and  are 

used to keep the stoma open.  These cannulas 

need to be removed and cleaned post-op.  After 

head and neck surgery there are to be no ties or 

restriction from O2 cannulas around the neck to 

avoid vasoconstriction and edema.  If these 

graphed vessels are constricted or compromised, it 

could cause the flap to die. 

Unfortunately the time remaining was short for 

Jessica and Katrina. They were not able to give us 

all the information they had planned. 

              Advanced Head & Neck Reconstruction  

It was announced at Congress and at our April 

chapter meeting a Nurses float is planned for 

the Tournament of Roses Parade in 2013.  

Sally Bixby, RN, CNOR has been elected presi-

dent of the 2013 Parade.  She is the second 

woman selected as president and the first 

registered nurse to hold this position.  In the 

past years Bixby has been active working with 

the parade. 

The nurses’ float will be designed and built 

by Bare Root, Inc., a nonprofit corporation 

formed to raise funds for the float.  They are 

asking nurses and hospital/health systems  to 

help by contributing to the fund.  To learn 

more about this project visit 

www.flowers4the float.org.  There are many 

levels available for all to contribute towards 

this project. 

Rachel Joines, RN and Irene Woods, RN pre-

sented a poster at Congress and received an 

Excellence Ribbon? Topic: Machine Preserva-

tion of Cadaveric Donor Kidney.   

LaDonna McKee, RN from Texas Health Harris 

Methodist Cleburne is a Top 100 Nurse? 

Congratulations to all. 

 

Did you Know:            

Rose Bowl Parade 

2013  


