
Fall is an exciting time of the year for me. The weather is 
cooling off; bathing suits and suntan lotion are being 
replaced by pumpkins and sweaters. We are all busy with 
the start of the busiest holiday, but we need put aside a 

few hours for our professional growth.  

During our October 22nd AORN meeting we will be voting 
on Chapter By-Law changes presented at the September 
meeting.  We will also vote for 5 delegates and 1 alter-
nate to represent us at the 2010 AORN Congress in Den-

ver.  You must be present to vote.  

Texas has a total of 84 delegates at congress. Only 3 
other Texas chapters have more delegates than our chap-
ter, Dallas with 7, San Antonio with 8, and Houston with 
16 delegates.  Fort Worthõs 4406 has 6 delegates; one is 
automatically the president and chair of our chapter 
delegates. This is important because the delegates you 
elect to send to Denver will have an impact on the devel-
opment of new standards and recommended practices 

that affect each of us in our daily practice.  

November 8th- 14th is Peri-Operative Nurses week; I hope 
the hospitals have exciting things planned for each of 

you. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you October 22 nd.  

Your president,  

Jenny Cato RN, CNOR 

 

The October 22 meeting will be at Harris Methodist Fort 

Worth in the Robb Rutledge Education Auditorium.  It is 

found in the basement òPó level of the parking garage. 

You can park in the garage and parking passes will be 

issued at the meeting.  A map of Harris campus can be 

found later in the newsletter.  

The business meeting begins at 6:15 and as Jenny men-

tioned above it is an important meeting and all mem-

bers are requested to attend.  We will be voting on the 

changes to our Chapter By-Laws and voting for delegates 

to Congress in Denver.  In order to make all this happen 

we need a forum and your attendance.  

Delegates for Congress are Jane Pence, Joan Javeed, 

Shawnee Pitman, Mary Wismann, Krista Johnson, and 

Tracey French.  We will be voting on 5 to represent our 

chapter and the other member will become alternate.  
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2009-2010 OFFICERS 

President: Jenny Cato 
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Johnson(08-10) 
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(09-11) 

Board of Directors:  

Kathy Alexander(09-11) 

Mary Wismann(09-11) 

Katherine Kohout(08-10) 

James Tulloh(08-10) 

 

Nominating Committee:  

Ken Breaux, Chair 
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Committee Chairs:  

Membership: Jenny Cato 

Legislative: Jane Pence 

Education: Traci French 

By-Laws: Krista Johnson 

Ways & Means: Kathy 

Alexander 

Meet and    

Greet  

We will again be meet-

ing at The Old 

Neighborhood Grill on 

Park Place for dinner 

and socializing prior to 

the meeting.  Usually 

we meet around 4:30  

They offer a good 

variety of menu items 

and very good food at 

a reasonable price.  

See you when you get 

there.  
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Dr. David Shepherd gave and interest-

ing talk about the history of robotics 

in urology and itõs future.  He stated 

there are more prostatectomies done 

now than in the past and it may be 

due to the PSA screening that came in 

the late 90õs.  Previously these pa-

tients were not diagnosed.  1 out of 9 

men get prostate cancer and the 

chances increase with age.  In 2006 

prostate cancer was the third most 

common cause of male cancer deaths. 

The patient can be treated for pros-

tate cancer by radiation or surgery.  

Usually the age of the patient plays a 

factor in the treatment.  If a patient 

has radiation they cannot have sur-

gery afterwards, but if they have 

surgery it can be followed with radia-

tion.  

Open prostatectomy is a very good 

surgery and gives good results.  

Laparoscopy  prostatectomy is hard to 

learn and now is being abandoned for 

robotic prostatectomy.   

Robotic prostatectomy  was first done 

in San Antonio in 1992, but it took 10 

hours and a 6 day hospital stay.  In 

1998 in Paris the procedure was done 

with good results and mow years later 

many hospitals are doing robotic 

prostatectomies. The Da Vinci is in 

itõs 3rd generation. 

Some of the advantages are it is in     

3-D, less traumatic with great instru-

ments which are more delicate than 

the human hand and there is no 

tremor.  It makes laparoscopic surgery 

more comfortable.  The procedures 

allows for greater vision never seen 

before during surgery therefore allow-

ing  for preservation of the nerves.  

Disadvantages are cost, training and 

availability.  The units are large and 

require more space. Setting up with 

docking and draping require special 

training. There are special teams 

trained for robotic surgery.  Even 

positing the patient for the procedure 

requires a change in mind set for 

anesthesia.   

Approximately 65% of prostatectomies 

are now done with the robot.  We 

were shown videos of robotic 

prostatectomies and nephrectomies.   

He said we can go on line at        

davinciprostatectomies.com for addi-

tional information.  

If you are a member of the board and 

the nominating committee please plan 

on attending the October meeting to 

update the photos for our website.  

Plan on getting there a few minutes 

early so photos can be taken prior to 

the meeting.  We want the members 

to identify the officers .   

Sept. Education:  Robotic Urological Procedures & Safe Patient Outcomes  

Each month our chapter sells tickets 

for a raffle.  Half of the money taken 

in goes to the treasury.  Last month 

Nancy Herbein was the winner.  

Krista Johnson is pictured on the right 

selling raffle tickets.  Come to the 

meeting a purchase your tickets.  

     Raffle  

Picture time!!  

 

 Dr. David                                     

Shepherd 

Nominating Committee        

Meeting  

The Nominating Committee will hold 

a meeting at 6 p.m. prior to the busi-

ness meeting in the Education Audito-

rium.  If you are a member, please 

plan on attending.  

 

Last Newsletter for 2009  

This will be the last newsletter until January 2010.  2010 sounds so far away, 

yet it is just around the corner.  Holidays are quickly approaching .   

Have you noticed the new format beginning with the last issue?  I hope you are 

enjoying the articles and pictures.  If you have any problems downloading the 

newsletter, please contact me and I can help you or you can try downloading a 

copy from our website.   

Any comments you have please forward them to marywismann@aornfw.org.  

Items for the January newsletter need to be submitted by January 8 so the 

newsletter can be received 2 weeks prior to the meeting on January 28, 2010.  

Have a great Holiday Season.   

Mary Wismann, Editor  
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Everyone has to cut back on ex-

penses in these hard times, and our 

chapter is looking for ways to re-

duce our costs as well. We are mov-

ing toward utilizing the internet 

more often by e -mailing members 

instead of using òsnailó mail. If you 

have an e-mail address, either at 

work or at home ð or both, please 

send it to Mary Wismann at mary-

wismann@aornfw.org. You can call 

her at her home, 817 -788-0125 and 

leave a message with your name, 

telephone number and e -mail ad-

dress. She will return your call or e -

mail to confirm your e -mail ad-

dress. If you do not have access to 

email or receiving the newsletter by 

e-mail is a hardship, please advise 

Mary so you can continue receiving 

your newsletter via the US Postal 

Service.  

Your Board of Directors wants eve-

ryone to be informed of chapter 

news and are looking at better and 

more economical ways to accom-

plish this.  

IF YOU ARE RECEIVING THIS BY òSNAILó MAIL, PLEASE READ  

Best wishes from your 

Board of Directors for a 

Happy Holiday Season.   

Happy Peri -Operative Nurses Week November 8 -14, 2009  
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